Policy Cut-Off Legislative Report
HB 1673/SB 5549-Concerning Physical Therapists
The bill to allow physical therapists to manipulate the spine had a hearing in the House Health Care and Wellness committee on February 17, 2011.  The Physical Therapy Association of Washington (PTWA) presented their reasons for introducing the bill in their three-person panel.
WSCA followed their testimony with a panel outlining the differences in education in the total program of the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT) program (1890-2295) hours compared to Chiropractic College (4200-4800).  We also testified to the fact that manipulation/mobilization/adjusting with a grade 5 thrust on the spine is the core of the chiropractic practice.  The Council on Chiropractic Education has set the standard for the training required for the doctor of chiropractic degree program and the state of Washington, Department of Health has confirmed that training in order to perform spinal manipulation/adjusting on a Washington consumer.
The bill died in the Health Care and Wellness committee as it was not voted out of the committee before the policy deadline passed.  This issue is not going away and the WSCA will need to continue to work on addressing the issues surrounding this subject.
The Senate version of this bill will not receive a hearing in the 2011 legislative session.
HB 1869-Addressing occupational health best practices in industrial insurance through creation of a state-approved medical provider network and expansion of centers for occupational health and education.
SB 5566-Concerning long-term disability for injured workers and costs to the workers' compensation program.
SB 5801-Establishing medical provider networks and expanding centers for occupational health and education in the industrial insurance system.
There are multiple bills addressing the costs related to injured workers.  The issue that the WSCA is most focused on is the establishment of a provider network as this is most concerning to our membership.. The bills listed above do a series of things including putting the Centers for Occupational Health & Safety (COHE) into statute and expands them throughout additional parts of the state.
The WSCA testified with concerns that the Labor & Industries not utilize a provider network in the same manner as a health insurer, who uses provider panels to limit the panel size and therefore access care.  Additionally, we would like to see detailed reference to the manner in which a provider is removed from the panel if it is felt they are not following care guidelines.  Finally, the WSCA commented on concerns that  Third -Party Administrators for self-insured workers compensation companies might use a provider network as a mechanism to direct care to company doctors which would most likely exclude and prevent the use of a chiropractor.
SB 5394-Concerning primary care health homes and chronic care management.
This bill was amended to include Language that mirrors the federal Accountable Care Act which includes chiropractors as primary care providers.  This is critical to assure that the State of Washington will receive the federal funding to implement the Federal Health Care Reform Act.
HB 1062-  Concerning athletics, limited to boxing, martial arts, and wrestling that are regulated by the department of licensing.
This bill was introduced to address some concerns surrounding unregulated boxing events. However, the WSCA learned that the licensing of chiropractors to work boxing events had some limitations so we are using this vehicle to try and address those limitations.  Unfortunately, the bill didn't get moved beyond the fiscal committee in the time needed to meet the cut-off deadline so we will work on this again in the 2012 legislative session.
