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September 28, 2004
The WSCA recently learned of the reduction in compensation for chiropractic services by Aetna. Aetna has contracted with the American WholeHealth Networks (AWHN) to manage their chiropractic benefits.  We have contacted AWHN to learn of the reasons for this reduction and to gather information regarding Aetna provider network changes. We will advise members of the outcome of these discussions with AWHN, and Aetna.

Please remember that discussions of insurer compensation rates and reactions to those rates could lead to problems for competing chiropractors. Here is the legal advice about these discussions we have given before:

Chiropractors may not collectively threaten, implicitly or explicitly, to engage in a boycott or similar conduct, or actually undertake such a boycott or conduct, to coerce any purchaser or insurer to accept collectively-determined fees or other terms or aspects of reimbursement.

While price fixing is the mortal sin of antitrust law; the boycott is the twin sin. Without question, a group boycott to force a buyer to pay a higher price is a “per se” violation of antitrust law. Thus, competing health care practitioners who agree not to do business with an insurer until the insurer raises its payments for services might as well start shopping for a good defense lawyer. Not only is the action illegal, a boycott is often easy to prove especially when the boycott involves a majority of a particular profession acting within a short period of time.

As always, competing chiropractors [those not in a partnership] must make independent decisions as to whether to accept or reject a contract offer from an insurer or similar payer.
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